know, | know. You're really mad. But | can
e xplain. See, | was reading about Galileo, a
juy who made all these great discoveries and
lid cool experiments. And the book said that he
ropped a heavy object and a light object out of a
indow to show they’d land at the same time because
ravity is constant. But | thought, No way! Heavy things
pll fast and light things fall slow. We know this from
aturday morning cartoons, right? So | decided to do
he experiment myself. | found a concrete block in the
arage and | got a tomato from the fridge, and | took
em up to the attic and opened the window and rested
em on the sill. And it really, really looked like there was
oing to be plenty of room for them to fall between
he house and the car. | mean, like, who knew? So then
pushed them out of the window together, but | must
ave pushed just the tiniest bit too hard, because the
lock went out a little farther than | expected, and it
ind of landed on the car. But you know what? The
omato got there at exactly the same time, which proves
hat Galileo was right! Boy, did | ever learn a lesson—
nd that’s the important thing, isnt it? | mean, even if
ou know something for a fact, like heavy stuff falls
aster than light stuff, it's best to check it with a carefully
lanned scientific experiment. Oh, yeah, and | also learned
ot to drop concrete blocks out of the attic window. But in
y opinion, the experiment was totally worth doing.
here was just a slight mix-up, one tiny detail that went
rong, so even though the car has a concrete block
icking out of the roof, .,

ec




Technically, it's not Robert’s fault that a concrete
block fell on the car or that his sister’s homework
got blown to smithereens. Really, he doesn't try to
cause trouble. He’s just an ordinary kid who likes
pizza and sports and computer games. ... Okay,
maybe he thinks about some weird stuff, like
designing the perfect roller coaster (complete with
poisonous spiders) and writing the autobiography
of a fart. But doesn’t everyone! How can his social
studies teacher even hint that he acts backward on
purpose!?

Robert’s hilarious view of the world is
expressed through a series of concrete poems,
in which words, ideas, type, and art combine to
make pictures and patterns.You may have to
turn the book—or your mind—sideways and
upside down to read them, but laughter is

100% guaranteed.

Jacket illustration and photograph copyright © 2004
by John Grandits P
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SISTER \
IS CRAZY

My sister wears a
pyramid on her head.
That's right. She has a
little pyramid-shaped hat.
“What is wrong with you?”
[ ask her. “You look like a jerk!”
My sister sighs and rolls her eyes,
as if I'm the one who’s a total loon.

“The pyramid is a source of ancient power,” 1
she says. “The Egyptians had pyramids, and
their empire lasted 3,000 years. The Aztecs ruled
Mexico with an iron fist. Or was it the Incas? No, Aztecs,
[ think. Anyway, they had pyramids. And how about the
pyramid on the one-dollar bill? Coincidence? I don't think so.” §

My sister is crazy. That’s because she’s getting bombarded by alien
anti-brain waves from outer space. Super-intelligent beings from the

Nebula Galaxy are shooting at us with pluton rays that can make you
go crazy. They’re not aiming at everyone, of course. Just my family.

That’s why I wear aluminum foil on my head. [ have a very good looking
ray-deflecting foil hat that I made myself. Not in the shape of a pyramid!
You’d have to be nuts to think that a pyramid would protect your brain from
evil alien rays coming from outer space. Which proves my point: My sister is crazy.




The Thank-You Letter'

pear Aunt Hildegards

Thank ¥
ger¥ing YoU*

Fame posters
wresting Fe

1. with Footnotes

2. For nothing!

3. Do you have the slightest clue what an
11-year-old boy likes?

4. I almost croaked when I saw the package.
I still remember last year’s gift. “Oh, no!
Not again!” I screamed.

5. I was in luck. Mom didn’t see the mailman.

6. I hid the package in the garage under the
hose.

7. What were the chances that Dad would
decide to wash the car that day?

8. “What’s this?” they said. “When did this
come?”

9. You monster.

10. In the history of sweaters, there has never
been an uglier waste of yarn.

ot fot rhe amazing gifrs

s | qrabbe .
packaye! hg ¥y Yhey said’

You can ““ayi“e

13 ,!M pu&hng ! 14
deraﬁon poﬁ'&"‘

o 17
s and yhanks agaim
yo wear My ne

opopk
& 1y was yereific

o smmediatelys’
d i imm | ,hould“”‘

18

11. Where did you erer find a sweater that not

only has Barney on it but also is two sizes too
big for me?

12. ’'m old enough to decorate my own room.

13. Just what I need—a picture of an old guy
with an accordion.

14. And I do mean UNDER.

15. For trying to embarrass me in front of my
friends.

16. For the lectures from my parents.

17. For making me waste an hour of my life
writing this stupid thank-you letter.

18. I know they’ll make me wear it the next time
you come to visit. I just hope nobody sees me.

19. I'm 11! Get it?!?



TyrannosaurBus Rex o
o & &
I am the vicious TyrannosaurBus Rex. '\&Z}@w & A&;zg@
I roam the suburbs, hunting. Sy & & NN P
: \ .-bQ <, O 0\, \{A
Those who see me gaze in terror. 6 & é\@ & RS
Those who are spared are grateful. Oéi\ \\\900(30@9 & (‘5& 0‘}0;4@ &
66?&&%0&@\ @O\é‘\? < r,,{@*o&&
.0.:9 O ¢ O™ o PR
A\\ O\‘),Q&’Q S & @ b.&Q&rﬁ
'75\ q;* . J O&‘\g@ﬁx\,@ >
SRS AN G

o
@‘Q
%&b 4\,@
&
Soon I am full.
(mmlw m i
& P
S
&
3



.

2
q breakfast is nojq . ’%D .
q
5%, > 2
% & ¢ v 2
S LS 00‘. o O
e S x &
N stomach.“ e %&\{3
. ing @ o7
Cakfisy is gige0® jst?®
' %

n't feel so good.

On
ooy

ne
o'
g0 M. Yot
\o\ ?ﬂ\a{\%o\leﬁ
o Jumpjp
aﬂd 81, &
b, 8l
6% (,,/-2 ”gJ
(%6" ©
S

-,
‘urede Juny pue [00Yds Y3 O IX3U =]
101 Sunyied ayy 01 03 M | USYM 3
‘0€:C INOQE SWEIp WEIIP pue g&

deu Aw ojur apas | “Supuny WO} <



The Australian Cane Toad

The cane toad does not belong in Australia.

He doesn’t like it much.

“How did I get here?” he asks himself.

“These Australian bugs taste awful.”

Unfortunately for the toad, a dingo sneaks up from behind.
Snap! Crunch! Gulp! ... Ahhh.

Unfortunately for the dingo, the cane toad is poisonous.
Very poisonous.




I’m supposed to be doing my science homework.
But really I’m reading about the cane toad.
he homework sheet is about magnets.
t’s stupid. Not only stupid, but easy.
Ve had all this stuff last year.
I'he teacher must think we’re morons.
Vell, some of us are morons,
0 she’s partially right.
t’s just that I’m not a moron.
Multiple choice:

QO One answer is right.

d Two are close if you’re not
paying attention.

d One is wrong.

d And one is you-must-not-
have-the-brains-God-gave-
a-chicken wrong.

[ answer each question with the
“hicken-brain option.

On the school bus the next day,

I run into Ronald Workman.

Ronald is big.

Really big.

And dumb, with a brain the size of a—oh,

I don’t know, maybe a chicken’s.

He’s the seventh-grade equivalent of a Triceratops.
Except carnivorous.

“Hey, dweeb. Give me your science homework,” he says.
“I don’t think that would be a good idea,” I croak.

But it’s difficult to explain why because of the headlock.
“I think it’s a good idea,” Ronald cleverly answers.
“What are you going to do about it, anyway?”
Unfortunately for the Triceratops, the homework is poisonous.
Very poisonous.
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I’'m on my totally cool new board and I'm
()

%, .
° into

(}5 K-}

® 5

4,)/ LY

"1 do a little cut jump up a

lift onto the be

Out of the lot, into the park. | do a sweet little

‘qand
curb,

e 5"ee€

Busted. Walking home. I'm a sad old dog who's been swatted with a rolled-up newspa



crate when all of a sudden | hear HEY, KID!

A\ No skateboards
even parking lot and try a tight litg in the
P N f}'g oV pue + parking lot.
s "*e & "% Get outta here!
> %p & %
© 6{ & v
3o /e £
O’ L)I‘ llst to see hod‘-’
2y kyord ©
e flag
<%
up the hill, ar® ®
[ d-
m- o-
u- o-
u- o-
u- wW-
I clean, p- n the ramp, and HEY, YOU!
Can’t you read the sign?
No skateboarding!
ve up. I'm just gonna veg in front of the TV

and not think about it. I mean, why bother, and then HEY,
What are you doing inside?
You begged for that
skateboard, Robert.

Now go out and use it!




DRAWKCAB

Mrs. Kosacowski started it.

Last week in social studies class she said to me,
“Robert, sometimes | think you're brilliant,

and other times | think you're absolutely backward,
and that you act backward on purpose.”

So I'm teaching myself
to be backward on purpose.

Today Mrs. K. asked,

“Robert, are you paying attention?”

“On, ton yllaer,” | answered.

“What did you say?” she said.

“I ma gniklat drawkcab yadot,” | explained.
“Oh, my goodness. Are you having a seizure?”
Mrs. K. looked a little worried.

“On, | ma enif.” | tried to reassure her. “Tub ouy
thgim eb gninrael-deriapmi.”

She sent me to the nurse’s office.

“I ma yllaer yako,” | told the nurse.

She called my mom anyway.

Mom will have to take off from work

to come pick me up.

But I’'m not worried.

I can explain everything.

I just hope Mom understands drawkcab klat.



g
(7
g,a

\W.
= Wh
% m 2 Ku@ﬂaﬁ#nooa. at an \Q
oy s in the 2O @. ey Lam,
Wing off a pack of cigarett® «mmo UV;O o \Mw\,
. e O & e ~°
W /oA s3I cooE?:o:‘wﬁ\mc.Ecﬂ du, ﬂ T ow m, -
3 W 7>m:.9.m IS .uQ\ awo v m - oyl
e @ }n«: QQQ . 1 m < g m
o i \m%w % Q o+ % 5 O
R cm.un. K \* ﬁﬂo I'm a goo m&. ,m 00 w ¢¢:,.v N »ﬂ}iﬁ
Fiky Lma S you.” So I say, “S0 whe MW Voe, % d ¥ 4
o R he, but [ o, )
ight, !
Im @V& .00 onig ut I'm Supposed to be in b @@
a edat 10., % ~——
= & gon't they make ‘0 2 |
o0 & 4 scratch-and-sniff fart stickers?©
E Z
- v
LY
-
oy
= =
= iy
i .

5 P
e m, =
e 4 M .43!(
— # ..“ ¢

< \/ f
& ~/
=



SIS il SAe c e LRs SRS Splre Spre SO TN SIS St St St S Rt s i
WO T T IO GO GO WO 40T 4T G GO GO Y g0 g0 g0 g g g0 g P

ARG SINNG SING SR S e S N AR R R P R PR AT
T 8 88 5 5 P 8 8 8 P 58 5 5
ﬁ‘ \' © 5 ) ‘.-“f-“ e ) I-'\\ “\_\ o) -O% y ) i) b} ] <

% {ﬁka . 'sa : \'i'nk\ ) . , . . ) . )
‘“Ooe\* o Qiﬂ?“* ‘egoi\“"" Q\Q&fﬁ!ﬂqgoo: *OO: ““OO: ““OO: “‘Oo: I T g
QEOOQ’@OOQ‘@O&& ATt W ‘Q,OOQ’\‘“OOQ’\\“OOQ’*OO?‘\.goO:’\\},ooQ’qloOQ‘\ﬂooQ’&ooQ‘@ooc“\.
N e,‘*‘ooxe,*ooq,{whé!eﬂiﬁilmt,dﬁg?z’*&Q \‘“OOQQOO?’“‘OOQ‘*OO ‘Q’OOQ‘*OOQ\*OOQ\“‘OOQ‘*’OOQ“
QO GO G GO GO G GO g g0 0 P g0 I 0 (T o (I (o (.
Oo"a OOQx OOQ‘ OOQ\ OOQ’ OQQ» OOY» K $ X )2 K X K ‘Q\ﬂ ‘%\‘“ Q\“ ‘%\‘“ o
ST T 9T WO 9O GO WO G 4 G 4 O P g g0 g g o (o
JRCIPEC R SRS G SRFC DI SR Aire I ASIC AT < AT T R T P R P
o ('a\ﬂ ‘cs\*‘ ?sQl ‘%a\ﬂ ‘éfﬂoo?\\ﬂoo‘%s\ﬂoo? \“OOQ Qloo? Qloo? *OOQ \’gdu? \‘}300 \‘}‘OO ‘\*‘OO ‘\‘}]OO ‘\ﬂOO ‘\.}100 ‘\*‘OOQ‘\'
A G 9 G G G 407 g0 g (o 0% 0% 0 g 0P 05 o o o

N N ¥ A ‘ ‘ ‘Q‘ ) <

EERSRE  IN THE MIDDLE  [QEEhetheh it

Ry

. OF THE NIGHT
0% o . g

Q}L N 2 S SN SN Y]
o ot o b e o o o o o o e g et Y
A0 W g G0 g g 0P g0 o o o o o o o o



'csloo\,
&‘%\QOQ,\%‘QO‘,
:\\‘ﬂoo‘%ﬁloo&ﬁloov,
:,QXOOQ,\'&!OOQNJOO&QEOOV,
Q}XOOQ&SOOQ,\*AQOQ,QXOO‘%,QJOOQ, .
c,ﬂloOQ,\‘ﬂoO‘%,\*loO?,Qloo?,\ﬂoo&\*ﬂoox‘
:,\‘ﬂoO\%,\*&100‘2,\41100?,&00&&00\2,\1!00?ﬁ!oo‘c\
%300?\‘5300?\“:300?\’}100‘%,@00?%300‘%,\‘900?\‘ﬂoo‘c
\‘%‘ooﬂ‘\*‘oo?@()o?\‘ﬂoo?@oo?ﬂloo?\‘“oo?\’ﬂooQ\‘ﬂoo‘c
Q!QOQQEOOQQSOOQQ!OOQ@OO?Q!QO?QKQOQ\‘}IOOQQNOOQQNOO? .
\’*AOOQQOOQQSOOQQXQOQQIOOQ%!QOQQXOOQ&OO?%\QOQ&OOQ%!OOQ .
\*XQOQ\%!OO%QIOOQ@OOQ%loOQ&OOQ@oOQ&OO?\\\\OO?\ﬂOOQ&OOQ%\OO? .
\*}XOOQx*loOQ\‘QOOQQXOOQ&OO?ﬁloOQﬁdoO‘eéloO?&oO?&oOQ%loO?ﬂloOQﬂloO\% .
\*‘QOQ\“AQO‘?\‘ﬂdDQ\‘ﬂoo?\‘ﬂQOQ\‘SloOQ\“AOOQ\‘i-‘oo?ﬂlooix‘iloo?&o()?\’ﬂoo?\ﬂoo?&oo‘c .-
\ﬂoOQ\*}loO?\ﬂoO\‘c%\oOQQNOOQ\*}\OOQQXOOQ@OO?dloo‘eéloo?ﬂloo?&oo%%\oo?&oo?ﬁlo@ -
qloowoowoae«oowoowoowoowoo‘eenooe\*\oowooq\sloowoowoowoowom
\‘iloO‘%\'1100‘2&OOQQXQOQ\’&\OOQ\‘ﬂoO?\*ﬂoOQﬁloO\‘cQ!OOQQ!OO?%\OOQQXOO?\*}EOOQ\ﬂOOQ@OOQQQOQ\‘5300?
\ﬂooe\«soowoowoowoo\wxoowoowoowooe@oowoowoowo@ qxoowoowoowooe,«v
\ﬂoowoowoo‘e\ﬂoae@oowoowoowoowoowoowoowoo‘e@oowoo\e &oowoowoowoow
@oowoowoowoowoo\e\ssoowoowoowoowomq:oowoowoowoowo@ «oowoo‘e‘\ﬂoowo@.
\ssoowoowoowoowom@xoo‘e\«Aoowoowomq:oowoowoowoowoowoo\z @Ooe‘«oowooq.
onowoowoowoo\e\sxoo‘e«.\Oowoo'c&oowoowoowoowoowoowoowoo‘e @oowoo\e.
\ﬂOOQ\ﬂooe\ﬂoowoaz&oowoowoo\e@OOQ&oowoowoowoowoowoowoow QJOOQ.
«aoowoowoowoowoowoowoo‘e«Aoowoowoowoowo@\\ﬂoowoowoow :
QOOQQXOOQ%\OOQQXQOQ%\OO?\*}IOOQ\*ﬂoO%QEQO?&OOQ\*}NOOQ\*}\OOQQXOO?QXOO%\'}!OOQ&OO?
@oowoowo@«oae«}100q@oowoowoowoowoowoowoowoo\e
\«ssoowoowoowoowo@q!oowoowoowoowoowoowo@
\‘ﬂQOQ\*‘QOQ\"AQO?\ﬂOO?\‘ﬂQO?&OOQ\’#\OOQ\"AOO?NCPQQEOO‘%QXOOQ :
oS qsoowoowoowoowoo\e,\ﬂoowom«xoo\z,\\uoo‘e :
\ﬂoo‘eQAOOQ@oowoog\ssoowoowoowoowoo\e :
\’iloo‘?&loo*‘c‘\’ﬂoo‘&\\’ﬂoo?,\’ﬂoo“c,\‘ﬂoo‘%,\’iloo?&looif ,\”&300?, :
%loOQﬁloOQ\ﬂoO‘%\'i\oOQ\‘ﬂoO?\ﬂoO‘%\ﬂoO‘c\ﬂoOQ
@oovc,«oo‘e,@o@‘«oo\e,@oowoowoog
&OOQ,%\OOQNJQOQ,@QO?,QEOOQ,\‘\JQO&
&oo\zsnoo\e,«oowoo\e‘«ooe;
\‘}XQOQ,\’QQO‘%\\ﬂcp?\\‘}\OO?:
\ﬂoowoowo@.
\3100?,\%!00?
\'ﬂoO‘c

\’“QO?

\‘ﬂoo?‘\’ﬂoo‘%\

\sloownoo\z,

@oo\e,\ﬂoo‘z,
%Owg.?\
« ?,\’ﬂcp&\’ﬂoo&
oo‘?,\‘“oo?,\“r‘oo‘%,
\’1100‘2,\‘1300?,00
\ﬂoo&\ﬂ s
%\QO‘%,%\QOQ
%100\2\ N
§ S
«ooe,
\"AOO?,
\ﬂoog
\‘ﬂQOQ,
\*Joo‘%\
\‘“00?,
\‘ﬂoo‘%,
\*ﬂooi

:"B‘WOQ
i’ﬁoo@ooa
«ooe,\ﬂooa
\ﬂoog\zgog
N e,\slooq,
\‘ﬂoOQ,\‘i\QOQ,
\’}100?\\‘*}100?.
@ooq,«OOQ,@
\ﬂoo\e‘\ﬂoog@
\‘ﬂoo‘%&loo?‘
&00&:32?%0
$r $r
@oo‘e,\*‘!zz%,
« Q,\‘ﬂQOQ‘\
\ﬂooa\ﬂocx.
&oo‘e_\ﬂooa
\ﬂoOQ,\’ﬂQO‘%,\’ﬂ
\«.100\2,@!00\;,
\’}!OOQNQO?,
«Aoo‘e,\ﬂoc
«©<

g%

:‘ﬁloo?‘\‘ﬂoo?,

asoong\:g", *
o < _ ',
@AOOQ,&OO?\
\uoo\e,«ooe,
qxooa\s\ooe,
\‘ﬂQOQ‘\‘ﬂZ(O:, *
« . s
&00%,@00&
«&Q,@OOQ,
quoowoo\e‘
\‘}‘QOQ‘\ﬂgj\ N
o N <.
\ﬂoowooa
qaoowoo&
ono\e,«soo\e,
\«uooa«ooa
q:oowoo\e,

\‘i\oo?,\*.\oc
el

el
\*xoo\e,qloo‘e‘ %
\*“oo?n’*‘oo‘?.\i?f?‘\ﬂoo‘?,
ﬁnoowoovc,\.'.l@e,«oowoo\e,
\Q\OOQ.\’sloo?‘\*.\oo?‘\‘ﬂoo‘%,i“oo"c,\’ﬂoo?‘
,\‘iloOQ,\‘}\OOQ,\ﬂQOQNOO&\‘%\QOQﬁXQOQQloo&
:\*xoowooaiq \ﬂoowoowoo‘z,«oowooa
b «ooe,qxowﬁnq, ,«ooeﬁsoowoowoo\e,@ooa
mﬂOOQ. \ﬂoOsz,«d. A 43?,\‘900‘2,%300‘%,@00?\\1100?,\‘5300&
%100?,\\}!00‘%, \‘}\QOQ,\‘ﬂg,QEQOQ‘Q\QOQ,QJQO‘%,\*HOO‘Q&XQO?,\‘ﬂOOQ,
,Qﬁl \"»\OOQﬁloO‘%, \%‘(O'?,\’ﬂoo“c,\‘ﬂcp?ﬁloo?,%\OO‘%NQO‘%NCPQNCP‘Q,
N!oowoowoowoo‘e\,a‘«Oo\woowoowoowoowo@&oowoo‘e
woowooz\ﬂoov<\ﬂoowouwo@«oowoowoowoowoowoo\e&ooe\ﬂoov
>e\\ﬂoowoc>~eﬁxoo\e,@oo\\ﬂooa @woowoowoo««Oo\z\uoowoowoo‘e\ﬂoowoo\e
3‘%,\’1300?,%1&?,\‘&100?\&00&\‘%300?, Lci«oowoowoowoo\e«Aoow.!oo‘e\ﬂoowoowo@
3?,\’1300&\‘}1000?ﬁloo‘e,iﬂoo‘%&loo‘%ﬁloo% T\ﬂoowOOQ«Oowoowoowoowoow&&o@eno@
oe&ooe«om@oowoowoo\eqaoowoowoowoo\ﬂoowoo\e@oowoowoowcpwoowsoowooe
p%loO\*ﬂoO\‘ﬂoOQQOQEOOQJOO\ﬂOO\ﬂQOQJQO\‘ﬂOO\ﬂdD\%\OO\QOO&oO*100\%100\%100?&00\1100
pe\-ﬂoowooe\ﬂoowoowoo\e\ﬂoowoo\woo @Ooe\ﬂoowooe@oowoowoowoowoo\e\ﬂoow\o@&oowd
,oN!OOQ@oowoo‘e,\sxoowoowoowoowoo oowoowoowoowoo\e\sxoowoowoowoowoowoowd
)0«00@00«00ﬂoowoowoo«AOO@OOQHOO«OOQOO@OO%OQOO@OOQAOONOONOO«\OOW
\o\ﬂoo&oo\ﬂoo\ﬂoo\ﬂoo«100\%04100«!@0qoo@oou@«!oo&oo&oo&oo&oownoowp«o
nowoo@oowoowoowoowoowoowoowoo\ﬂooqioowoowoo‘euoowoowoowoowoowc
powoowoo@OOQqxoowoowoowd_f\s!oowoo‘e@@q@oow@q@oo\ﬂoowoowoo\uoow
powom@oowoowoo‘e@xoowoowc,[&oowoowoowoowoo\z«oowoowoowoow
mOQ,\‘ﬂoo‘c,\‘ﬂQOQ‘\’1100?‘\‘&100‘2,@00‘%&300& \\Uo\;\\.a\\,\)\\.a‘é,\«\b\k\z\b\\\\b\s\\c\p\\C‘ﬁ,\\b\k\\K
\s\xu\\\c\L\,\\,‘é\,\ue\,\pv\\w»\u\\,\upv\m\\a\u\k\\u&\\C ,\30\1, ‘\C\L\, ¢ \,\C’,\,\
‘F\L,\,\u(s, \G\’\,\,\C\L\j\C\L,\\C\L, \)C\L, \\C\L\,\C\L,\,\\,\L,\,\sx,\,\p \,\C\L, oo \C\L,\‘\C\L\,\p
‘\\L,\,\Q\L, \oxk\,\C\L,\,\Cv,\\o ,\\C\L\,\C\k, \\,«e,\,\ax,\\\,‘é\,\u’s,\,\\,\k,\,\L\L,\,\L\L
B ‘V\L,’\»\C‘é,\»\@é \\Cxt, \,\C\L, \,\Q\L, \,\C\L\,\o&, \p' ‘\\G\L, \,\C\L\,\p\\\,\o&\,\o\k,
BNe Y \\,%,\\uz,\\p@\,\w,»\W,»\«,\L,»\W\\u ,\)C\L, \\C\l,\,\ols\,\cxl,
“"v,\,\C‘é\,\C\L, \C\L‘\,\\,\L,\)\Q\L\,\C\L, \C\L,\,\o ,\\C\L\,\C‘&,\,\C\A
‘C\L»\\,‘l~, o \pxk,‘g‘s*k\}p\t,\,\C\~,w\ov,\,\u\~\\w~,\\x.‘z
- ‘C,\?s\\b\'\ \n,\L,x\\,ttiue,\\C%\,\pv,\;\u\\,\,\o\k,\,\‘
\c\&,»\o\v\, \@L,»Bid:xz, \\C\L,\,\o\k,\,\o N
e 2 ,\,\C,\L, \C\L\,\Cd\(‘f/\k,\,\C\'s,\,\C\U
Y. o o g_y'p\u,»\u:
"C\’p,\,\c_\k, W ,\,\Oé\,\u
LaCe \,\oxk, \,\C’ W
e ,\cvs,\_
b

&



Where New Words Come From
SNARPY

(" Don’t get SNarpy \)
with me, young main.

[ don't think your
adtitude is anything { Snarpy? What the
Lo be proud of. Your heck is snarpy?

father and [ work our tails
off so that you will be able to
Lllare all the advantages that we

never had. Whew 1 was wur age. 1hod 1 O

| should look
it up.

There’s no such word as snarpy
Maybe it’s too cool to be in the

You know how Mr. Sullivan
is. ... He’s just so, | don’t
know ...snarpy.

Oh, Lisa,
don’t be
SO snarpy.

Tll be snarpy
if T want to be.

‘o
)¢ 1 ve snarpy
even if ] don't

Know what it is.

Hes, like,
totally snarpy.

Well, Robert, you are entitled to your
cpinicn. At least ycu’ve read. the material.
Perscnally, 1think Edgar Allan Poe is one of the

geniuses of the horror genre. Mareover, he seems ta have created
singlehandedly a spot in literature that would svantually be taken up by Dean Koorts ard tlaphen kiny

Oo 00

And so, Mr. Sullivan,
| just don’t think Edgar
Allan Poe has anything

to say to kids today.

He’s just too snarpy.

Snarpy?ls that some
sart of new~ slang?
Well, it's what
the kids are saying,




Sowhen lw-as talking te my classtoday, 1told
them that they really had to have more respect
for their teachers. Respect for the autherity
figure is what western civilization is built on.
But ltried to put it to them in their oun Ianguage.
"Don't get snarpy with The Man,"1said.

Of, “Bill, you are
so hip! The kids
must LOVE you.

TWhat the heck
is he talking

about now?

/" My boyfriend, Bill, '\

teaches seventh grade
and fe can’t seem to
leave fis work at school.
He’s s0-0-0-0 juvenile.
think I've got to dump
him. JHe's too snarpy.

¢

Today on the Style Network: What's in? What's
out? How do we know what the beautifil people
are saying? Who decides what's hip? Ve go to our
trend correspondent, Harsala Piquet. Marsala?

Thanks, (Neorton. In the gast, when an

older man—li&egourse/f—-saia or 8id sometfing
new, it ecame fashion. %owa@ags younger and younger

+ids are Beciding what's Rig and what's net, what's in and

§O fies a what's out. Foshion is made in middle scheol or even grammar
hﬁl@ rglaly r school. Clathes, language, fair colar even wihat we ot ond drink ore determined by 4its
So whatl &n't But don't werry, 0Nerton, we still think
e 50 gicky. you're very snargy! sukioye.

The president announced today
that the country of Bizaristan
faces strict censure and loss
of trading privileges with the
U.S. if it doesn’'t alter its
foreign policy. CNN has this
exclusive interview. . . .
Mr. President, could you tell
the American people--what is
L\~the problem in Bizaristan?

In a nutshell, Wol{, it's their attitude. In the
White House, we think they're a 10 on the
Snarpy-Attitude Scale. If we don't address

these issues now, the American people will suffer
in the long run. That's why I am sending the secretary of state

Wow! | guess

snarpy really
is a word.







Pizzy

Plain

with a

How We Ended Up

Definitely
NO green peppers. And

NO onions. And

NO garlic. And

NO mushrooms.
Mushrooms are
just poisonous

fungi that are
dug out of the

ground by

pigs.
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Autobiography

of Murray the Fart .
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I started life as one O %
the little bubbles in 2 §
16-ounce can of Coke:
It was a very happy
childhood. | enjoyed
Playing with all the
Other little bubbles—
My brothers and sisters:
Before very long it

Was time to begi®

My incredible journey:

_ Suddenly, we were being sucked through a
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went back up the throat. | never saw the<®

mMed Robert.
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e of my 6;

brothers and sisters decided 3

to go back. They formed a group -2
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they called the Burp Club.  We

op ‘umop 3 o
S @ 3 X
s >, & e?
52 Uit eq Pt 3§
= S0 many exciting © \:\é@ (_\\\.\(\g
% /pLUS aul L‘peLUO_]g 9 \'00 ‘\N'&"D“S\
95’ intestine. \e @ \$® ate e,(\xe\’\’\e v
eayl o1 diuy s S .
b . 1opt X . of av,
& : th other Kinds
’)d ix.Finally, lwas 9 Now | mingle Wi
near the end. \© ﬂoaf/bg o
My befe \I*i\(\q
n > 3O
Ireat adve
MU Wi g



0 rj Professional Wrestling for Animals

/foVA




it’s hard to figure out who’s winning.
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There’s a pass across court. Right to me. I'm in the clear. I take off downcourt. Dribbling, running.
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BLOODCURDLING

SCREAMS
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My sister makes this cool noise
when she’s in the shower

and I flush the toilet.

Qo“eo‘ Ho THOT
& v e
£ Wait till | get
my hands
on you, Robert!
You did that

on purpose.



nis |ens,
Spew g I g,

,

[ ] be 7@
Machine I 2
S o
P -
- 9
: o
& 3
P -
2 (®)
90 &
@
Zhe

]
M go much faster. @G, Then I'd |

3 so
If | designed a roller coaster, you'd really have red

* (]
Q Yo noAk
3 % () AW Wy proAtsyms,
3 © o>
K‘e’z %7* g\ rUIO) UD
Ts) Z
’3/,/ 9 a &\)} P Qgé
g 3 % & e
= % S 5 F
[= ) N5 . '(\‘:v\
3 =) Yortex. It's like the "
ne Y S
s c
o ue
ach - L ooPePn,
2t Uy - Z O 2
Q L . N £
2 % 5
% g Ow,’ this <t eﬂ
_§ < mQ is slipp"
2 [C] ca u
o Z N
) c %
3 § 0
o 3
S
A ¢ %0 dizzy ™
'45‘ . &
Which it always would. PN

Well, 90% of the time, anyway. qu W
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New Game, Old Computer

Neutrina is totally tough,

totally chill,

totally indestructible.

She enters the Black Cave of Subatomica.

into the toxic
Muon Marsh.

@Y a !’lon Vine
o@ in the
o Electro-

N Rain
< Forest.
7
=
)

The little hourglass

diyy and sdiy and sdyy and

flips pue flips pue flips.

s
o\‘“’ f"o,b

@\
>J
L)

to

to

rock
across the
Lepton Lava Lake.

and just freezes,

The computer crashes.
Neutrina is gone—vaporized
into a billion little atoms
scattered someplace

in the hard drive.

Defeated by a
senile computer and
my totally cheap father.




Robert’s

Bed

I like sleeping over. Your room is so cool.

I will. You’ve got totally superior stuff.

Let’s talk for a while.

How come you always win at chess?

I think it’s because youre four years older.

I’'m going to practice a lot, and
next time we come to visit, I'll beat you.

I like Huggin’ the Rail. I can win that game.

Don’t be a sore loser.

Great! What?

Okay, I'll start. . . .

Hey! No fair.




Cousin Paul’s

Bed

Knock yourself out.

No. I mean it. Knock yourself out—shut up,
be quiet, go to sleep.

You talked all day. You never shut up.
Now go to sleep.

I’'m smarter than you.

: No, it’s because I'm smarter.

I’ll still be four years older. And I’ll still be smarter.

It’s a stupid board game. It’s just luck. Whoever
rolls the highest number wins. No skill. All luck.

[ have a game we can play.

Who can stay quiet the longest. Ready, set, GO!




Nobody
ever actually
forbid me
to shoot off
fireworks. N
Maybe é@
I should have g
known better, $
but technically v
| wasn’t disobeying. 5

L
It was cool, though. s‘,

RS




beautiful

confetti
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I am so grounded.

And my parents made me
apologize to my sister.
But it’s not all bad.
Now she’s not talking to me.




Just Mow the Lawn
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It doesn’t hurt the lawn when you mow it, Robert.
And that’s the lamest excuse you’ve come up with yet.

It’s just grass.
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Stop Playing with Your Food!

| ONLY like spaghetti.
t's exactly the same, Robert. Pasta is pasta. By the way, you spelled linguine wrong.
| don’t care. It's flat and it's stupid.
Put some tomato sauce on it, you'll never know the difference.
I already know the difference! I'm just going to leave it plain so | can hate it more.

So I've been sitting here for an hour because | have to eat everything on my plate.




THE CAST

!\liu work, bro!
You'd do anything to gel
out of chorgs.

Sis







A Note from the Author
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These poems were written on a Macintosh G4 using QuarkXPress Software.
The drawings were done with a Bristol China Marker and touched up in Adobe Photoshop.
The poems are set in the following typefaces:
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jOHN GRANDITS, an award-winning

book and magazine designer, is the author of
Pictures Tell Stories, a book about fine art for young
children, and of “Beatrice Black Bear,” a cartoon
for Click magazine. He has been fascinated by type
and printing all his life. In fact, the first job he
undertook—at age nine—was to hand-set type
and print himself a business card. He lives in

Red Bank, N.J., with his wife, Joanne, a children’s
librarian, and Gilbert, an evil cat. Technically,

It's Not My Fault is his first book of poetry.
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